The Save Our Cardiff Reservoirs Walk
is an organized walk with five route options of 21 miles; 17 miles; 12 miles; 6 miles
and 3 miles. Walking is the best way to enjoy the fantastic reservoirs and parks within
and hills surrounding Cardiff. So on the 6th July put your walking boots on and get out
into the fresh air for a fun day of walks!
WHY IS THE EVENT CALLED THE 'SAVE OUR CARDIFF RESERVOIRS WALK’?
ABOUT THE RESERVOIRS
The reservoirs and their surroundings are an area of outstanding nature conservation
importance. Lisvane reservoir is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) designated
in 1972 for its wintering wildfowl, and the embankments of both reservoirs are a
separate SSSI for their internationally important diversity of grassland fungi. Llanishen reservoir was also home to one of Wales' leading Sailing Schools which enjoyed an international reputation. Indeed Hannah Mills who won a Silver Medal at the
London Olympics, learnt to sail on Lanishen Reservoir and it is hoped that sailing will
return to the reservoir in the future.
THE PROBLEM
The reservoir owner had planned to infill Llanishen reservoir and cover it with houses.
This regrettable act would've forever spoiled a very special area of Cardiff. In April
this year the Welsh Government announced that Western Power Distribution (WPD)
had lost their final planning appeal. This should mean the reservoir is now saved for
future generations to enjoy sailing, fishing and walking again. The campaign to save
the reservoirs now moves into a new phase - to restore the reservoirs as a public
amenity.

Saturday,
6th July 2013
A choice of five walks:
Route
GOLD
SILVER
BRONZE
COPPER
TEASHOP

Distance
21 miles
17 miles
12 miles
6 miles
3 miles

The fight goes on!
Llanishen Reservoir
still needs YOU!

www.socrw.co.uk

THE CAMPAIGN
The Save Our Cardiff Reservoirs Walk is being held as a campaign fundraiser for the
Reservoir Action Group who are trying to save the reservoirs. The event is organized
by volunteers and all the proceeds raised will go to the Reservoir Action Group for
their campaign to keep a truly terrific amenity for future generations to enjoy.

The Walks:
Cardiff parks and green spaces make up 10% of the total land area of the city and
include some impressive parks giving Cardiff one of the highest areas of green space
per head of population in the UK. This enables people to enjoy a walk of any distance
away from the hustle and bustle of the city. The SOCRW walks have been designed
to include:

•
•
•

Cardiff’s superb parklands, the surrounding hills and countryside;
very little road walking;

fine views - on a clear day views stretch from, in the north, Pen y Fan (outside
of Snowdonia and the Lake District, the highest mountain in England and
Wales), to the south are the Somerset and north Devon coastline with the
islands of Flatholm & Steepholm in the Bristol Channel and to the east and
west is the South Wales coast (looking east you can see as far as the second
Severn Crossing).
Walkers will have to self-navigate between checkpoints so map reading skills are
required. Detailed route descriptions will also be available to assist you. There is a
choice of five routes:

•

Gold Route: across to Roath Park then along the Green Corridor (which includes the Cardiff reservoirs) to Caerphilly Mountain. From there they will go over
the ridgeway to the Garth Mountain and back to Pontcanna on the Taff Trail. This is
a circular walk of about 21 miles and 2000' of ascent.

•

Silver Route: This is a circular walk of about 17 miles and 1000' of ascent. It
follows the Gold Route to the summit of Caerphilly Mountain then descends to the
Taff Trail back to pontcanna.

•

Detailed Instructions
Conditions of Entry:
1. Walkers must observe the Country Code at all times. They must stay
on public footpaths through farmland.
2. The organiser has the right to:

•

to postpone or cancel the event if weather conditions are considered
too severe

•

refuse entry and to require entrants to retire for any reason, but especially on the grounds of safety.
3. Neither the organiser, Save Our Cardiff Reservoirs Walk, nor the
Reservoir Action Group can accept any responsibility for any loss,
injury or financial loss sustained in the event that the walk is postponed or cancelled.
4. Closing date for pre-entries is 30th June 2013.
5. A week before the event you will be sent a Registration Sheet to
complete. Don't forget to bring it with you on the day of the event. All
walkers must sign the 'Kit Declaration' on the front of the Registration
Sheet'. Parents or Guardians must sign for juniors.
6. All walkers must report to the Finish Hall (Pontcanna Scout Hall) at
the end of the walk. All walkers retiring during the event must advise
the organisers (the phone number is on the Checkpoint Card). Transport is available to collect walkers wishing to retire and needing a lift
back to the Finish (Pontcanna Scout Hall). Failure to report back
may result in the Police and Mountain Rescue being called out.
Unless there are unforeseen circumstances the Event will close at
2000.
7. The walk is controlled from start to finish.
8. Walkers may choose their own route between checkpoints, but they
must check in at each checkpoint in the order specified in the table
shown on the Checkpoint Card (also shown on the event website).
9. An entrance fee must be paid per walker (see over)
10.Please make cheques payable to SOCRW or you can pay on-line
through the SOCRW website www.socrw.co.uk.
11.Entry is restricted to a minimum age of 12 years for Gold, Silver &
Bronze.
12.For Gold, Silver & Bronze each walker must carry those items listed
in the Equipment List below and must comply with random checks to
ensure entrants have the equipment in the following Equipment
Check List:
Map* (1:25000 or 1:50000), Compass*, Whistle, Emergency Rations, A simple First Aid Kit (to include plasters & a blister kit),
Water, Mobile Phone (Recommended Only), Waterproofs - including
overtrousers, Sensible footwear - boots with ankle support and good
tread, experienced runners should have appropriate footwear. Also
bring a pencil for noting the letter at the unmanned checkpoint.
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE THESE ITEMS YOU WILL BE REFUSED ENTRY

Bronze Route: This is a linear walk of about 12 miles. A bus will take walkers
from Pontcanna to Taffs Well. Walkers then go to the summit of Caerphilly Mountain
then along the Green Corridor to Roath park and back to Pontcanna.

*For entrants walking as groups for the entire route, one map and compass for each three entrants is acceptable.

Copper Route: This is a linear walk of about 6 miles. A bus will take walkers
from Pontcanna to Cefn Onn Park in Lisvane. Walkers then go along the Green
Corridor to Roath park and back to Pontcanna.

For Walkers on Copper and Teashop you need only to have waterproofs and appropriate footwear.

•
•

Teashop Route: This is a circular walk of about 3 miles. From Pontcanna the
walk crosses the Taff at Blackweir then goes through Bute park (passing lots of teashops!) before again crossing the Taff at Sophia Gardens to return, along the east
side of the river, back to Pontcanna.

SAVE OUR CARDIFF RESERVOIRS WALK
Start Point

Procedure at each checkpoint

The event will start from the Pontcanna Scout Hall, Cardiff GR 167
775) (see www.socrw.co.uk for map) where there is ample car parking. The walk will also be controlled from here and finish here.

You must visit each checkpoint on your chosen route, as specified on your
Checkpoint Card (also shown on the event website). On arrival hand your
card to the checker who will record your entry number and mark your
Checkpoint Card. Your card will then be returned to you.

ENTRY FORM
SATURDAY 6th JULY 2013
Please fill out this form and post to:

Pre-registration
To speed registration, fill in the entry form and send this with the
entrance fee to SOCRW 2013 bookings, 122 Stow Hill, Newport,
Gwent NP20 4GA. For those entering on the day, forms will be available at Pontcanna Scout Hall (please note the ‘on the day’ entry fee
is higher—see table). After registration, you will be given your checkpoint card, ready to start!

Registration
On arriving go to the appropriate Registration Desk in the Hall where
you will be registered and given your Checkpoint Card. There will
also be a random kit check where some entrants will be checked for
the equipment shown on the Equipment Checklist shown under
‘Detailed Instructions item 12. For Gold, Silver and Teashop Routes
Only, after you receive the Checkpoint Card you may begin the walk.
For the ‘Bus to Start’ routes, Bronze and Copper, after being registered proceed to the coach waiting outside. Please note that entries
on the day will not be accepted for the Bronze and Copper Routes.
Entrants should arrive for registration by:

Route

Check-in Time

Bus Leaves

GOLD

0730 to 0815

Not Applicable

SILVER

0830 to 0900

Not Applicable

BRONZE

0915 to 0950

10:00

COPPER

1015 to 1050

11:00

TEASHOP

1100 to 1400

Not Applicable

SOCRW 2013 Bookings,
122 Stow Hill, Newport, Gwent NP20 4GA.

Location of Checkpoints
The location of checkpoints and their opening/closing times can be seen
on the website (www.socrw.co.uk). Together with your Registration Sheet
a copy of the checkpoint locations will also be either posted or emailed on
receipt of your entry form.

The closing date for pre-entries is 30th June 2013

Unmanned Checkpoints: A single letter on an A3 size sheet is located at
this Checkpoint. Note the letter in the appropriate box on your Checkpoint
Card.

Group Entry: If you are entering as a Group enter the names and
age of each member of your group on a separate sheet of paper.

Checkpoint Closing Times: Checkpoint closing times are shown on the
Checkpoint Card. Walkers arriving at Checkpoints after this time must
retire and make your way directly to the event base at Pontcanna Scout
Hall.

Entry costs:
Before the Day:
Gold/Silver/Bronze/Copper-£7.50 Waged/ £5 Unwaged;Family £19
Teashop -£4 Waged/£2.50 Unwaged; Family £11.
On the Day:
Gold/Silver-£12 Waged/ £7.50 Unwaged; Family £22
Teashop -£6.50 Waged/ £4 Unwaged; Family £14.
The entry fee includes:
Checkpoint card, refreshments at the end and a Certificate for all
finishers.

This information will be held on a computer system, but only for
the purposes of Reservoir Action Group Administration.

Procedure at finish
At the Scout Hall present your Checkpoint Card at the Check-In desk. If it
is correctly marked you will receive a certificate confirming your achievement of completing the Save Our Cardiff Reservoirs Walk Gold/Silver/
Bronze/Copper or Teashop Route as appropriate. Light refreshments will
be available at Pontcanna Scout Hall for all entrants between 11:30 and
20:00. Unless there are unforeseen circumstances the event will close at
20:00.

Name:
Address:

ALL WALKERS ON ALL ROUTES WILL RECEIVE A DETAILED ROUTE
DESCRIPTION TO ASSIST IN NAVIGATION.

Entry Fee:
Postcode:

For Gold, Silver and Bronze Routes you must bring the appropriate
1:25,000 or 1:50,000 OS map. For Copper and Teashop Routes you
will be given an outline map with directions. It will be up to you to navigate between checkpoints and back to Pontcanna Scout Hall.

Tel. No.
Age

The fight goes on! Llanishen
Reservoir still needs YOU!
It’s excellent news that WPD have
had their planning appeal rejected
by the Welsh Assembly Government. However, there may be a legal challenge to the decision. WPD
still own the reservoirs.

Which route are you doing?
(Please tick the appropriate box)

Teashop
Route

*Reduced rates apply to juniors, students, OAP's and the unemployed

Cut Here

The funds raised by the Save Our Cardiff Reservoirs
Walk are still essential for the Reservoir Action Group
whose aims include helping to re-establish full access for
walking, fishing, bird watching & sailing at the Reservoirs.

Email

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Copper

Teashop
Please enclose a Stamped Addressed Envelope

